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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  June 2019 

We are very fortunate that in Manchester our children have many opportunities to 
participate in summer reading programs.  The summer reading programs of the Man-
chester Public Schools, Manchester Public Libraries and the Governor’s Summer 
Reading Challenge all encourage our children to be summer readers.  Books read dur-
ing the summer can be used for participation in all three programs.     

Why read during the summer?  This question can be answered in several different 
ways.  First of all, why stop reading during the summer?  Reading is a life-long activi-
ty.  It is not seasonal.  Second, we know that the more you read, the better you get at 
it.  It really is that simple.  If children no not read over the summer, their reading 
skills often regress by the time school starts in the fall.  Reading during the summer 
means that your children will return to school in the fall as better readers and they 
will be better prepared for the challenge of the next grade.  Finally, summer reading 
is a great opportunity to make reading a “family event”.  Sit on the front steps or the 
porch each morning or in the evening after dinner and read together for 20 or 30 
minutes, or even longer.  You can read to your children or take turns reading to each 
other, or you can read side by side.  Talk about the story.  Where did it take place?  
What was your favorite part?  Did you like the main character?  Tell why or why not.  
Were any of the characters like you or someone you know in any way?  Tell how.  
You will soon find that you and your children look forward to this part of the day be-
cause you will enjoy the reading and you will enjoy being with each other! 

 

Reading is a “gateway” skill.  It opens the door to all other learning.  Being a good 
reader is an important predictor in how successful a student will be in school now 
and in the future.  Like anything else, the more you do of it, the better you get.  So 
please help your children to read, read, read over the summer and all year long. 

 

REMINDER - - The last day of school is Monday, June 17.  It will be 
an early dismissal day.  Dismissal will be at 1:17.  Lunch will be 
served. 

 

The entire Waddell School Staff wishes all of our students and their families a restful, 
fun-filled and safe summer.  We look forward to seeing you again in the fall.  The first 
day of school is Tuesday, September 3. 

 

Stuart Wolf                           Aisha Florez 

Principal                               Asst. Principal     

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 

CT Public 

Library Visit 

6 
4th Grade 

Trip to the 

NBMA 

7 8 
Staff vs. Student 

Kickball Game 

9:00am 

9 10 11 
4th Grade 

STEM Trip 

3rd Grade Trip 

to NBMA 

12 

4th Grade 

State Capitol 

Trip 

13 

CT Public 

Library Visit 

1st Grade Trip to 

WHCM 

14 

4th Grade 

Picnic 

15 

16 17 
LAST DAY 

OF SCHOOL 

1:17pm Dis-

missal 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

NO SCHOOL—Happy Summer! 

NO SCHOOL—Happy Summer! 
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

Throughout the year, the students have been exposed to a variety of literature using stories, songs, 

and rhymes during Shared Reading.  Students spent the year making predictions, retelling the story, deter-

mining the genre (fiction/non-fiction), making connections, and understanding the author’s message.  These 

concepts were also reinforced during small group workstations. 

Please continue to read books and discuss them, practice sight words as well as write narratives of 

what they’ve done, over the summer. 

Math 

Students are working on the Shape/Measurement unit.  The children are learning to identify 2D and 

3D shapes, classify shapes by flat vs. solid, the types of faces, and whether they can roll, or stack or do both.  

In measurement the students are learning to measure with non-standard units such as links and toothpicks.  

They are using terms such as taller, tallest, shorter, shortest, heavier, lighter, holds-more and holds-less.   

These last couple of weeks, students will be revisiting addition and subtraction using the counting on 

strategy, fact families and “decomposing 10”.  See if your child can solve problems like 8+4 by counting on. 

Start at the number 8 and “count on” four more.  Have your child find all the ways to “make 10”. For example, 

7+3=10 or 6+4=10, 5+5=10, etc.   

Look for shapes all over the neighborhood.  Go swimming and make a math problem such as “How 

many girls + boys = _____kids?”   Please continue to practice counting, writing numbers, adding, and subtract-

ing and the 42 combined math facts over the summer.   

Summer Practice 

Students will be out of school for approximately 9 weeks during summer break and thus it is 

imperative that students continue practicing the reading, writing and math skills that they learned in school.  

If students do not practice the skills and strategies they learned this school year, then their progress may re-

gress during the long summer break.  However, if students continue to practice these skills, it is more likely 

that they will retain their knowledge or improve their skills.  All students will be receiving a summer practice 

packet to practice some of the skills taught. In addition, we ask that you continue to have your child read dai-

ly for a minimum of 10 minutes to practice their reading strategies and skills.  We also ask that you have your 

child practice writing as much as possible using their sight word knowledge and the sounding out (tapping 

out) strategy.  Lastly, we ask that your child continues to practice their addition and subtraction facts, read-

ing and writing numbers to 30, counting to 100 by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, and counting backwards from 20 to 0. 
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First Grade:  
This year has gone by so quickly!  You should be very proud of your children - they worked very hard this year.   

Research tells us children who do not read during the summer may lose a month or more of the reading progress they 

had made in school. It is crucial to keep your children engaged in summer reading and writing activities. Thank you for 

all your home support and enjoy your summer! 

In Reader’s Workshop,  

Students have worked hard all year long on strategies to help them become better readers. As the year 

ends, students are more confident in their reading ability and have numerous strategies to use if they get 

stuck on a word. We encourage you to continue practicing these strategies over the summer with lots of 

trips to the library for independent reading books. To assist with comprehension continue asking your child 

questions before, during and after reading.   

In Writer’s Workshop,  

Students have also worked hard all year long on strategies to help them become better writers. As the year 

winds down, they are becoming more confident on writing for different purposes.  This year, in Writer’s 

Workshop, students learned the process of how to write narrative-small moments and realistic fiction, non-

fiction, and opinion pieces as well.  

A journal is a fun way to keep your child engaged and writing throughout the summer! 

In Math Workshop, 

We are continuing to work with place value, as well as adding and subtracting larger numbers using a 120 

chart and other strategies. Students are now being introduced to measurement and shapes before the 

school year ends!  Students have made wonderful achievements in their mathematics skills this year. As the 

end of the school year and summer are approaching, we recommend students continue to practice their 

math facts and skills!  

During Social Thinking,  

 We are finishing up with our unit “Shared Imagination.”  This concept helps 

children understand what another person is thinking, feeling and/or pre-

tending. Most young children develop the ability to imagine or pretend to-

gether; which means they relate to thoughts, feelings and actions of others. 

Sharing what someone else is thinking is a challenging and complex process! 
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Second Grade:  
In Writing, students are becoming experts at writ-
ing Realistic Fiction Stories.  The entire second 
grade staff is so proud of the growth the students 
have made with their writing.  Students practice 
bringing their stories to life by looking at expert 
authors of realistic fiction. Students are now ap-
plying specific writing techniques such as using 
dialogue, action, and description to make movies 
in a reader’s mind. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Math, we are exploring measurement and graphing 
unit.  Students are using rulers to learn about standard 
units of measurement. Students are engaged in hands on 
activities working with partners measuring a variety of ob-
jects in centimeter, inches, feet and yards.  Furthermore, 
students collaborate with one another with discussions 
about how to figure out the difference between two ob-
jects. For instance, how much longer or shorter is an ob-
ject than another. Also, if I measured the same object us-

ing a different unit of measurement which unit would have less or which unit would 
have more and why?  Students are also analyzing graphs to interpret data and dis-
cuss patterns within data. Last but not least, please encourage your child to have 
conversations about time. For example, what time is it and how do you know? If we 
eat dinner in 15 minutes what time will it be and how do you know? 
 
 

In Reading, ask your child about the different fairy tales, folktales, or fables he/she 
has read in the classroom.  What words would they use to best describe the charac-
ters in the books they have read? Did they notice particular patterns about the char-
acters, setting, or problems that occurred across some of their favorite books?  This 
would also be a great opportunity to take the time to have them read one of their fa-
vorite fairy tales so they can practice making the characters come to life with their 
voice. 
 
 
 
 

We had a great time on our field trip to Essex. Thank you to all the parents who chap-
eroned on this trip! We also enjoyed celebrating Waddell’s field day with families. 
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Third Grade: 

We are sprinting to the finish line and finishing strong for the 2018-2019 school year 
in third grade! 
 

This month in Math we are working on geometry. We will be learning what it 
means to be a polygon or a quadrilateral and distinguish among the different mem-
bers of the quadrilateral family. In this unit, your third grader will also learn many new 
concepts and vocabulary related to angles, lines, and shapes. We will also see 
how these concepts permeate our everyday lives and ways that people apply these 
concepts in careers like carpentry and architecture. Aside from these concepts, the 
geometry unit will have us classifying, analyzing, 
comparing, and contrasting geometric figures and 
using tons of new vocabulary to express similarities 
and differences between different shapes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Reading, we have begun a humanities unit that explores the History of Man-
chester, which was directly supported by our awesome walking tour of various 
historical sites in town. From there we are learning about the components of commu-
nity and using the compare and contrast structure of organizing information to 
identify and analyze the similarities and differences between modern communi-
ties and those of old. Students will become more aware of their own role within their 
community and learn how every member of a community has a role to play in what it 
becomes. 

 

In writing, student will get the opportunity to write a final piece in the genre of 
their choice! Along with this unit, we will also be giving some instruction on cursive 
writing! Here, third grader’s will be introduced to cursive and get their first formal in-
struction with forming letters and words. 

 

We are so excited for a strong finish to the year! It has been a pleasure watch-
ing our third grade students grow into fourth grade scholars! Here are some of the 
special events and dates to remember in the upcoming weeks:  

 
 

-June 11: New Britain Museum of American Art 
-June17: Last Day of School for students 
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Fourth Grade: 
Dear Families, 

 

May went by very rapidly for Fourth Grade!  We attended our first field trip to Benet Acade-
my, and then went to CT River Academy.  We were able to explore and observe different habi-
tats and stream tables. We would like to thank all of the parent chaperones for taking the time 
to help with our trip! Students also completed SBAC testing. They truly gave their best effort. 

 

In Reading, we started to explore the different 
regions of the United States. Ask your child what 
they are interested in and what they have learned. 
Students will be responsible for completing a 
project at the end of the unit. Each class is doing 
something a little different so please talk this 
over with your child and see what they are plan-
ning on doing for their final project. 

 

 

 
In Writing, students have spent time comparing two literary texts. They are currently working 
on comparing these texts and drafting a literary essay. As the year comes to an end, they will 
be writing letters to the third grade students and finishing other pieces of writing they want to 
take home.  

 
Math classes worked on units of measure and conversions of length, capacity, weight and 
mass. We explored both the customary and metric units. We have recently started our angles 
and geometry unit. They should be able to classify triangles and rectangles by the end of the 
year. Please remember to practice basic facts over the summer so your students are ready for 
5th grade when August rolls around!  

 
Have a great summer! 

 
Sincerely,  

Fourth Grade Teachers 
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Art News 

Happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

Greetings! 

    You might have heard the buzz around Manchester about a “plow project.” In coordina-
tion with Manchester Public Works,  each Manchester Public School received a snow plow 
to paint and show off both their creativity and school spirit. The idea is that next year when 
winter season brings snow days, each community can see their school spirit and creativity 
as it plows down the local streets of each neighborhood. 

   It was a challenge to get each grade involved in this unique opportunity considering all 
the rainy days we had, but rest assured we got out there during every dry moment we had 
and got the whole school involved, from Kindergarten all the way up through 4th grade. 
We chose the image of an eagle as it is Waddell’s school mascot, but also as a symbol of 
pride and strength as the plow moves forward down each neighborhood street. 

  The format of this newsletter is different than our usual monthly formats where we indi-
vidualize the unique happenings in each grade, both in Mr Davies’ classroom and Mrs. Nel-
son. This change is based on the fact that it was a whole school collaboration, involving all 
grades, and both Mr. Davies’  and Mrs. Nelson's art classes. We have provided pictures be-
low of the students’ awesome community project and hope you love it as much as we do!

Just like we stress to the kids how an artist always signs 
their work, we made sure they each signed the back of 
the plow - we think they enjoyed that aspect the most!  
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Art News Cont... 

 

In addition to both Mr. Davies’ and Mrs. Nelson’s art classes collaborating on the plow, 
both art rooms had the great opportunity to take their combined third graders on a field 
trip to the Hillstead Museum in Farmington. The Hillstead museum is a colonial house da-
ting back to the 1800’s. Once the home of a  prominent and wealthy Connecticut family; 
this house-turned-museum contains some French impressionist masterpieces as well as 
other famous works of art and historical relics. The 3rd grade students were split into two 
groups. Students had the opportunity to create their own impressionist art piece outside 
on the beautiful grounds of the museum as well as receive a guided tour of the house/
museum.  This past month has truly been a collaborative and rewarding experience for the 
art department and students of Waddell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    This picture shows the students engaged in an impressionist art lesson outside the Hillstead Muse-
um.                                    
 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies 
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    Music News 

Kindergarten: 

 Kindergarten students have continued working on beat and rhythms and have been focusing on circle games and 
movement activities. 

 They have continued working on voice exploration and having opportunities to sing alone and with others. 

 Students have been adding drums to different musical activities.           
 

Book List   
How Much is That Doggie in the Window? 

Oh Where oh Where Has My Little Dog Gone? 
Old Mikamba Had a Farm 

Mama Buy Me a China Doll 
What a Wonderful World 

To do at home: Ask your child to sing you a song from music class! 
 

1st Grade: 

 Our first grade students have been focusing on movement activities, playing small percussion instruments, and 
practicing keeping the beat.   

 They have also continued echoing, creating, decoding and reading rhythmic patterns. 

 Students have begun learning traditional playground songs and rhymes. 
To do at home: What playground songs or rhymes do you remember? Teach one to your child! 

 
 
                   2nd Grade: 

 Students have been decoding, creating, and writing with the du-de rhythmic patterns. 

 Students have continued singing a variety of songs alone and with others including call and response songs. 

 Students have been learning music terms such as: crescendo and decrescendo 
To do at home: 

Here’s a link to a song that demonstrates crescendo/decrescendo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMNjSF0DR0Y                                                             
3rd Grade 

 Students have been learning about instrument families, focusing on instruments that they will have the option to 
choose to play next year in 4th grade. 

 Students have been working on their writing and creating skills for du-da-di patterns and echoing, decoding, and 
reading du-di patterns.   

 Students have been singing and playing a variety of songs. 
 
To do at home: Discuss the 4th grade instrument options with your child at home. 

 
4th Grade 

 Students have been learning how to write their own written patterns. 

 All 4th grade students spent time preparing for their May Spring Performance. 

 Brass, Woodwind, and String instruments demonstrated their skills learned this school year. 

 Chorus demonstrated their improvement in vocal skills and their ability to sing in 3-part harmony. 

To do at home: Ask your child which performance song was their favorite and why!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMNjSF0DR0Y
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May Physical Education News 

 

P.E. Happenings  

!As we wrap up a very active year we will be having grade 

levels choose some of their favorite activities that we have 

done in our past units.  Once these activities have been voted 

on we will play them during classes.  We will be encouraging all 

of our students to stay active over the summer, as we will 

give students tips on how to play some of these activities at 

home or in parks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We also want to remind students to continue to practice 

their push-ups, crunches, sit and reach, and jogging over the 

summer to be prepared for the CT Fitness Assessment in the 

fall. Have a great and fun filled summer!   

Mrs. Bianchi & Mr. Dziavit       
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STEM News 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students are learning about living and nonliv-
ing and what living things need. They planted vegetables as 
a class and observed what happens when plants are not given water or sun-
light. Students looked closely at different types of seeds to see if they could 
match the seed to the “parent” plant. Finally, students learned that living 
things need shelter and saw a real bird’s nest up close. Afterward they built a 

model of a birds nest. Ask your child what birds use to build their nests. 
 

1st Grade 

First graders have been exploring concepts about plant survival through a series of investigations. They ex-
amined vegetables, such as broccoli and carrots, to learn more about the plants that we eat. After determin-
ing that celery is a stem, they placed stalks in colored water to show that water moves up the plant stem 
from the roots to the leaves. Students also studied trees, first using binoculars to examine tree leaves. They 
noticed that trees have many small leaves, and that the leaves on one tree are similar in color, pattern, and 
texture but may be different from other trees. To test how trees survive in the wind, students compared vid-
eos of trees and beach umbrellas being blown by the wind. Then they used what they learned to design a 
beach umbrella that would not blow down. Ask your child: How did what you learn about trees to help you 
design a better umbrella? 

 

2nd Grade 

Our second grade botanists are wrapping up plant investigations and analyzing their data. They have spent 
the past few weeks monitoring plant growth and making observations. Each team introduced a variable that 
would either stress their plant or help it grow and compared it to a plant growing under normal conditions. 
Now teams are sketching diagrams of their plants and creating bar graphs to compare plant data. Ask your 
student: Which of your plants grew better and how do you know? 

 

3rd Grade 

Third graders have been working on a force and motion inquiry project. First, students explored how K’nex 
cars moved with weights on them. Then they wrote what they noticed and wondered about the cars. Finally, 
students picked a question that they were interested in investigating and designed an experiment to test 
out. Ask your child what they investigated in this unit. 
 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists have continued to learn about energy. They used wires, bulbs, batteries and other 
materials to explore and learn what a circuit is. By using these materials to explore, they were able to find 
many different ways to light the bulb and see how circuits work. At the end of the unit they used art bots to 
see how energy transfers from a small motor and makes the art bot move as it goes across a table to create 
a drawing. Ask your child how they were able to make the art bot go. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Waddell Library Media Center 

 
 
 

All school library books were due on May 31st. If your child has not yet returned their 
books, please do so ASAP. 

  

All ‘Bag of Books’ applications are due by Thursday, June 7th. Students should bring 
in their reusable, sturdy bag on Monday, June 10th. Forms have been sent home. If 

you need another, please visit our library website. 

  

Please be on the lookout for the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge notice that 
will be coming home with your child! I hope that all Waddell students will participate 

and hand in their reading form in the fall! 

If you need another notice please check our website for additional forms or https://
portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads 

  

Keep Reading! 
Ms. Torres and Mrs. Johnson 

  
  

Visit our library website to view forms and more! 

Click the link and choose Waddell. 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/ 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads
https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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